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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Site Location of Development

38 M.R.S. §§ 481-490-E


PERMIT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Section 27
Public Safety

Provide documentation in the form of a site plan and a certificate of design provided by the manufacturer of the generating facility that the proposed wind energy development has been designed to conform to applicable industry safety standards and that the proposed wind energy development will not present an unreasonable safety hazard to adjacent properties or adjacent property uses. Documentation of measures to protect public safety shall include, but not necessarily be limited to:

A. Design Safety Certification: Evidence that the turbine design meets acceptable safety standards; such evidence may include submission of certificates of design compliance obtained by the equipment manufacturers from Underwriters Laboratories, Det Norske Veritas, Germanishcer Llloyd Renewables Certification, or other similar certifying organizations.

B. Overspeed Control: Evidence from the manufacturer or a licensed professional engineer describing the design and function of overspeed control (i.e. aerodynamic overspeed controls such as variable pitch and mechanical brakes) and related safety mechanisms that are part of the turbine design.

C. Public Safety Related Setback: Evidence that the wind turbines have been sited with appropriate safety related setbacks from adjacent properties and adjacent existing uses. Such evidence shall include a site plan and applicable documentation as necessary to show that the proposed wind turbines have been sited in such a manner as to provide an appropriate minimum setback from the nearest property line. The recommended minimum setback is not less than the normal setback requirements for the local zoning classification as dictated by the local municipal zoning ordinance, or 1.5 times the maximum turbine blade height, whichever is greater. The setback distance must be measured to the edge of the wind turbine foundation closest to the property line.

D. The recommended minimum setbacks do not apply if the applicant has obtained an easement or waiver of such setbacks from the affected landowner. Alternatively, the applicant may submit evidence (i.e. operating protocols, safety programs, recommendation of a licensed professional engineer with appropriate expertise and experience with wind turbines, or relevant manufacturer recommendations) that a reduced setback is appropriate.

E. Fire Safety: Evidence that reasonable measures will be taken to prevent or respond to a fire at the project, including but not necessarily limited to:

1. Information regarding proposed active or passive fire suppression systems, including lightning protection systems.

2. Operational and maintenance measures used to reduce fire risk.

3. Descriptions of how proposed turbines are designed to meet National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Confederation of Fire Protection Associations in Europe (CFPA E), or other applicable national or international design codes or standards or recommended fire protection practices.

4. A fire protection or fire safety plan, addressing potential ignition sources, fire control procedures, anticipated fire hazards, and proposed fire protection equipment or systems.

5. Emergency communications and response protocols with local and state emergency response providers.
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